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December   

 2015    

CALENDAR CLIPS 

7th - Officers Mtg. 6 p.m.  

10th  - Dinner at 6 p.m.  

10th  - Stated Meeting at 7:30 

 

Coffee -Thursdays @ 8:30a.m.!  

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

WM: Skip Bessonette 

(541) 301-7649 

SW: Robert Smith 

(541) 535-2250 

JW: Darrell Maple  

(541) 261-3764  

Sec: Tom Towler 

(541) 488-3724 

Treas: Santino Lupini 

(541) 261-7191  

S.D:  John Halverson 

(541) 778-2801 

J.D:  Jeff Levine 

(541) 890-2953 

SS: Sheldon Schlomowitz 

(541) 778-4210 

JS: Leland Stickney  

(541) 773-5847 

Chaplain: Mort Brookler 

(541) 482-6125 

Tyler:  Bill Hare 

(541) 482-0485 

Marshall: Mitch Klaich 

(541) 890-7132 

Historian: Russ Grimm 

(541) 488-2198 

SATURDAY  
DECEMBER  

5TH  

2P.M.   

ANNUAL  

 INSTALLATION  OF  

OFFICERS  

 
THURSDAY  

DECEMBER  10TH   

 6  P.M.D INNER    

 

7:30 P.M.S TATED  

M EETING  
      

 

Ashland’s Elections! 

 

    Brethren you have elected 

WB Skip Bessonette to be 

your WM; WB Robert 

Smith to be your SW and 

WB Darrell Maple to be 

your JW. Our Treasurer 

will be WB Sam Lupini and 

our Secretary WB Tom 

Towler. See the complete list 

to your left which includes 

the appointed Officers!   

     Howdy brethren! Our Lodge is moving along in a positive manner. We 

are making headway on some of the things that we have had to let go in 
the past.  We have a new tuned baby grand piano in the Lodge room and I 

hope that my mom, Aleen Bessonette will be playing it at the installation of 
officers.  Please attend on Saturday the 5th of December at 2:00 PM and 

bring friends to this open meeting.  Any chance we get to let new people 
see our Lodge and our pride in it, is a good thing to show potential members. 

   I hope that those of you that are unable to hold an office appreciate the sacrifice of the breth-

ren who have stepped up for all our good.  Sometimes we forget that they will miss dinners with 
the family, outings and things they might rather be doing.  So give them a pat on the back and a 

hearty well done the next time you see them.  Also, there is always a place that you can help 
out, just open your eyes.  Many hands make light work! 

   The officers are looking for good ideas to secure the entrances to the building.  We are consid-

ering closing in the back alcove entryway and putting a cipher-type lock on the door.  This 
would make a more secure and accessible entry for members and our kitchen renters.  It would 

also keep those who like to sleep and perform bodily functions out of there.  There is another 

upside to closing in the entry and that is making it warmer in winter and cooler in the summer.  
The winter wind comes right in that side of the building.  Your thoughts are appreciated. 

   Some of the Mason's ladies, mainly Lynda and Caroline, have come up with a great idea to 
approach the widows and shut-in brethren.  We would fill tins with cookies and have brothers 

deliver them.  It would be nice to do this before Christmas and let these folks know that we 

remember them and their service to our fraternity.  Remember, this is a part of our obligation as 
Masons.  Leave enough time to sit and talk with them.  If you know of any of these folks that 

are not on the list, please bring their names and addresses forward. 

   We will have a "pass the gavel breakfast" (like the coffees) on the 28th of December at 9:00 
AM.  I hope all of you can attend, there will be no charge.  If you can help please let me know 

ahead of time. 

   The next big party will be on New Year's Eve from 5:00 to 9:00 PM.  Those of you who have 

attended in the past know what a great time we have had.  We are planning no less a good time 

this year.  We'll have burgers, deserts, games and social interaction of the fun type.  This would 
be a great time to invite potential new members and their families, never let a chance like this 

pass us by.  As in the past, we are looking for brethren to help out with the games, food and 
cleanup.  Hope to see you there! 

   That's about all I can think of for this Trestleboard, I'm sure I have forgotten something, so 

keep in touch.     

Our New Grand Piano! Thanks to Bea Bloyd 

King Alfred and his Daffodills 

 

Oops...  meant to say planting 

The “King Alfred Daffodills” WM Skip and EA Dan 



From the South by Junior Warden Darrell Maple 

 

 Resourceful Masons and Resource Guides. One must use the other 

to be the very best he can be! 

Suggested Readings: 

         Constitution Bylaws of the Grand Lodge    

  Ritual Book 

  Officer’s Handbook 

  Worshipful Masters Handbook—on GL Website 

  Masonic Etiquette and Instructions Booklet 

  Duties of the Investigative Committee Booklet 

  Annual Public Installations Quick Notes - see Darrell Maple 

  Circular One. Listing of all GL Officers and Committees 

  Lodge Directory. Lists of all Lodges in Oregon plus more! 

  Proceedings of the Grand Lodge. Gives entire years review.       

 

Caroline’s Corner - “In the News” 
 

     Lynda Towler and Caroline Bessonette are trying to get daffodill's planted near the parking lot entrance.  I 
have one pack of bulbs but the granite hard ground is not inviting to any of the boys.  They are looking for a 
few good men, (Brother’s) to help them dig the holes in the hard ground.  

 

     WM Skip coordinated the moving of pianos on this Tuesday the 20th of November so we should all get the 
benefit of the lodge approval of funds and our Master doing his great work! 

 

     We all had a wonderful dinner on November 12th. Kudo’s to WM Skip and his famous “Bessonette meat 
loaf. That punch that  Ms. Florence Slomowitz made, the “right stuff” was awesome. 

 

     December 5, is the lodge Installation at 2:00 PM in Ashland and Caroline will make the Masonic cake and 
coordinate with WM Skip refreshments for this function.  

 

     December 10, is the Holiday stated meeting and dinner and charity tree for youth.  Names will be coming 
from WB Robert Smith. Members will draw a name and bring a gift appropriate for age and the kids will come 
to the dinner.  This starts at 6:00 PM. If you haven’t been to this function with the kids getting their gifts you 
really need to. It’s is an uplifting joy to see our community outreach at it’s best.  

 

     We are planning on a New Years Eve Party Dec. 31, from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM Many games and adult prizes 
to be wrapped and won.  I am working on some games now. Tom Towler's horse races will be once again run.   

 

     The lodge is busy planning a Past Masters dinner in March of next year 2016. Stay tuned as this is an Ash-
land only, invite only event.  One hears that we have our own Brother Levine involved in our “gastronomic” 
pleasures that evening and that a few Brothers have already stepped up to be Stewards.  

 

From the West. Senior Warden Robert Smith.  

  

My wife and I were sitting at a table at her high school reunion, and she kept staring at a drunk-

en man swigging his drink as he sat alone at a nearby table. I asked her, "Do you know 

him?""Yes", she sighed, "He's my old boyfriend.... I understand he took to drinking right after 

we split up those many years ago, and I hear he hasn't been sober since.""My God!" I said, 

           "Who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?"                                                    

And then the fight started... 

Oct. 31, 2015 

Dear Todd Wearne: 

 

On behalf of the Mason's Ladies and the 
Masonic Lodge of Ashland we wish to 
thank you for your many years of service 
to the Rogue Valley Lodges.  We appreci-
ate your efforts to keep our kitchens 
clean and tidy and to wash and put away 
the dishes after the many meetings.  This 
year looks to be no different than last 
year.  We want you to know when things 
are happening, so we are sending you 
the upcoming dates. We want you to 
know in advance when you will be need-
ed to do your magic.  This letter was a 
good excuse to send you this great pic-
ture, guess which one is you. Smile your 
were in my camera’s eye!  

 

Caroline Bessonette, Ashland’s 1st Lady  
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Caught Doing Something Good!   
      

     WB John Halverson welding new brackets for our projector screen! 

     WB Mitch is off and running with his “Endowment Committee” ! 

     WB Sam is really working our Facebook page. Do go online and enter the group! 

     WB Tom Towler is doing fantastic work as our Secretary. Made the DD happy!  

 

     How many WB’s does it take to make a lodge? All of em! Te he…  

Welcome All Masonic Members, Family & Friends 

Ashland Lodge #23 New Year’s Eve Party! December 31st, 2015  

Dinner Begins t 5 pm. And let the Games Begin at 6 p.m.! 

$10 for Adults/$3 for Children 12 Years Old and Under. 

 Entry Price Includes “Build Your Own Burger; Ice Cream Sundaes, Soft Drinks and More 

There will be a “White Elephant Exchange so Please Bring a Wrapped Gift. 

Horse Races and 50/50 Bingo! 


