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CALENDAR CLIPS 

11th - Officers Mtg. 6 p.m.  

14th  - Dinner at 6 p.m.  

14th  - Stated Meeting at 7:30 

 

Coffee -Thursdays @ 8:30a.m.!  

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

 

WM: Skip Bessonette 

(541) 301-7649 

SW: Robert Smith 

(541) 535-2250 

JW: Darrell Maple  

(541) 261-3764  

Sec: Tom Towler 

(541) 488-3724 

Treas: Santino Lupini 

(541) 261-7191  

S.D:  John Halverson 

(541) 778-2801 

J.D:  Jeff Levine 

(541) 890-2953 

SS: Sheldon Schlomowitz 

(541) 778-4210 

JS: Leland Stickney  

(541) 773-5847 

Chaplain: Mort Brookler 

(541) 482-6125 

Tyler:  Bill Hare 

(541) 482-0485 

Marshall: Mitch Klaich 

(541) 890-7132 

Historian: Russ Grimm 

(541) 488-2198 

JANUARY  14   
 D INNER   

AND  STATED   

M EETING    

 

C O M E  S TA R T  

T H E  N E W  Y E A R  

W I T H  YO U R  

B ROT H E R S !  

    

 

 

                      Caroline’s Corner 

     Thank you for such a great turn out with so 
many kinds of cookies! We filled 14 cookie tins 
with cookies, hard candies, candy canes and 
love. Lynda wrapped each tin, tied it with a bow 
and tied tiny stuffed animals on them. We inserted 
invitations and letters that included who the new 
officers are to our New Years Eve Party to in the 
tins.  

     Many Masonic Brothers took a tin today to 
deliver before Dec. 25th. I learned something 
today the boys love the coffee hour. Thanks for all 
the cookies and all help. Many hands make light 
work.  

     Skip, Tom, Lynda, Caroline, decided to get the 
tree out and it is up.  Thanks to all of you! 

     Here we are at the end of the year, how fast it has gone.  I guess 

that is because we have been busy at Ashland Lodge.  We have a 

new set of officers and they are already installed.  Some of us are 

retreads, some new and we are all very serious about making Ash-

land Masonic Lodge the best.  The officers and I need your help to 

make our plans and events successful.  Your ideas, effort and attendance are impera-

tive. 

   If you have moved or have a new phone number please contact the secretary with 

your change.  Also, we need to have your email addresses so that we can send out 

electronic messages in a more effective and cost efficient manner.  Many brothers are 

getting their Trestleboard in this fashion.  If you don't have an Internet connected 

computer, we will send it by snail mail. 

   Some of the brethren have been calling and visiting the members that have not been 

able to attend the Lodge recently.  I hope that we can, at a minimum, call all members 

for whom we have a phone number.  If you are in contact with some of these mem-

bers or their widows, please contact them and provide us with their information.  Tom 

Towler gets some membership cards back in the mail as not deliverable.  If they are 

deceased we shouldn't have to pay per-capita on them to Grand Lodge.  If the address 

is wrong, it is not cost effective to keep sending out the dues card.  Let's get the roster 

up top date. 

   We have some great activities coming up in the near future.  The pass the gavel 

breakfast on 12/28 at 9:00 AM will be a good way to start the day.  I plan to have 

pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham and coffee.  We have invited the Medford Lodge to 

join us since their coffee gathering is on Mondays and many of our members regularly 

attend.  Next is the New Year's Eve party on 12/31 at 5:00.  We will have Skip's Ka-

houna Burgers with fixin's for dinner.  Lynda's sundaes and other goodies are for des-

sert.  Then, start the games.  Don't forget to bring a wrapped white-elephant gift for 

one of the activities.  The whole party costs $10 for adults and $3 for kids under 12 

years of age.  We have had a great time in past years with this party and it is a great 

time to invite your non-Masonic friends and family.  Who knows, they may want to 

find out more about our wonderful fraternity!   See ya there and remember that many 

hands have a wonderful time. 

 

To Make Your Day... 

I wondered why the 
baseball kept getting 
bigger…  Then it hit me.  



From the South by Junior Warden Darrell Maple 

 

The Masonic Service Association, (MSA). 

     If you are not already receiving the “Short Talk Bulletins” from the 

MSA do check with the lodge Secretary as they are probably posted and 

past issues on file for your reading pleasure. The MSA provides hun-

dreds of articles on our Fraternity and research support in almost any Masonic subject 

that you may wish to delve deeper into. The September bulletin contained an article 

from our Senior Grand Warden, RW Art Borland on “Masonry and the Art of Fly Fish-

ing”. A must read!  

     Ashland Lodge 2014 Trivia. Did you know we had 83 members, and paid in to 

Grand Lodge $947.50? This included $483 to the General Fund; $444.50 to the “Home 

Maintenance Fund”; and 20 to the “Home Building Fund”. The Grand Lodge holds in 

Trust for all of us members over $4 million in “Life Membership Funds”. Did you know 

that of the entire Grand Lodge Stock Portfolio with a value of over $36 million the 

largest single stock we own is “Precision Cast Parts”? Did you know that not only is 

Ashland Lodge “Chartered” by Grand Lodge on June 13, 1879, we were also 

“Incorporated by the State of Oregon? Yep! On July 16th, 1950.  Look at the Charter 

when you have a chance & the Articles of Incorporation.  

Fundamental Principals, By WB Bill Hare 
 
     There are three fundamental principles which are distinctly American and Masonic, , (1) Supremacy of the Consti-
tution, (2) Education for the whole people, and (3) the Separation of Church and-State.  
     Masonry is not a mere pastime; not a mere amusement. It is an active, living principle. Its ritual, its symbolism, its 
drama are not mere empty mummeries, but they contain and exemplify important truths. Masonry may be said to teach 
two great truths; The Fatherhood of God, and the Brotherhood of Man. 
     As I look at the goings on, as we look at our national elections, and elections within our own Masonic bodies I 
think there is a thing that can be called “Modern Skepticism," which can be classified under four heads; First, the natu-
ral re-action from foolish traditions and teachings; Second, disgust at hypocrisy of professed Christians; Third, the in-
nate disposition of the human heart to believe only what it chooses, and Fourth, a sincere, honest and profound skepti-
cism. The difficulty is and has been, not in believing the truth, but in not having the truth to believe. It was Kant who 
said: "The human heart refuses to believe in a universe without a purpose.". 
     One of the characteristics of Masonry is that it adapts its theories, its ethical thought and teachings to the practical 
relations of life. It applies its precepts and obligations to what are termed the secular activities and duties of life. It as-
sociates with every commercial obligation a moral obligation; with every duty of citizenship a higher obligation than 
those imposed by statute, with every social obligation, other duties than those prescribed by purely conventional codes. 
     Masonry denies to no man his peculiar theological beliefs, but it does say that justice, fair dealing and truth shall be 
present in the market-place as elsewhere. It excludes political discussion from the Lodge room, but it does not exclude 
its precepts from any of the activities of life-. It insists, not upon the display of its symbols, but that human conduct 
shall be surcharged with its tenets in all the relations of life. 
     Not less praying, but more doing; not less preaching, but more practice. He mistakes the purpose of Masonry who 
supposes it to be a mere protective system, designed for the protection of its members against the outside world. In-

deed, although we, like all other human institutions, are cursed with unworthy members, I am bound by no affirma-
tive tie to an unworthy Mason. Thanks to Masonry, it has not left the question of worthiness to be determined by the 
size or texture of a Masonic pin, but to individual judgement, and it is that feature of Masonry that distinguishes it 
from all other organizations. In every line of Masonic obligation and precept, it is worthiness that makes its claim upon 
me. 
        Masonry worthiness is the test of greatness. The essence of Masonry is character.  

 
 

From the West. Senior Warden Robert Smith.  

  

Brethren, I know it's been a while since my last article. So I would like to thank W.M. Skip and W.B. Darrell 

for their patience and support in covering for me.  

 

With that said, I would like to address the current situation with the annex.  There have been numerous com-

plaints about the clientele the Resource Center attracts and their direct impact on our Lodge and our neighboring business-

es.  The Resource Center was conceived as an organization that would be able to assist homeless and transient citizens in 

finding the resources to get them back on their feet and out of the lifestyle they are currently in.  A noble endeavor. However, 

one merely needs to track who uses the center on a regular basis and you will see the same people over and over.  The Re-

source Center has become a "hangout" much like the teen center of my youth.  It has become a place for people to congregate 

with their dogs, get free coffee and food, collect their mail, and occasionally receive a blanket, sleeping bag or clothing and 

shoes. It has become a social center for many and not a resource center as intended.  I know there are success stories.  There 

has to be.  So, do those success stories outnumber the negative impacts that we generally witness on a daily basis.  Certainly 

a topic of debate.  When we originally agreed to lease the annex, we were in dire need of rental income.  We are no longer in 

the same financial straits we were in before.  We are constantly assessing options and discussing courses of action that would 

fit within our collective ideals.  With a new year comes renewed enthusiasm.  I am looking forward to working with 

W.M.Skip and all the brothers to make this Lodge a viable organization within the community. Please join us in this pur-

suit.    

 On the Lighter Side 
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My wife sat down next to me 

as I was flipping channels. 

She asked, "What's on TV?" 

I said, "Dust." And then the 

fight started… 

My wife was hinting about 

what she wanted for our up-

coming anniversary. She said, 

"I want something shiny that 

goes from 0 to 150 in about 3 

seconds." I bought her a 

bathroom scale.  And then 

the fight started...... 


