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CALENDAR CLIPS 

9th - Officers Mtg. 6 p.m.  

12th  - Dinner at 6 p.m.  

12th  - Stated Meeting at 7:30 

Coffee -Thursdays @ 8:30a.m.!  

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

WM: Skip Bessonette 

(541) 301-7649 

SW: Robert Smith 

(541) 535-2250 

JW: Darrell Maple  

(541) 261-3764  

Sec: Tom Towler 

(541) 488-3724 

Treas: Santino Lupini 

(541) 261-7191  

S.D:  John Halverson 

(541) 778-2801 

J.D:  Jeff Levin 

(541) 890-2953 

SS: Sheldon Slomowitz 

(541) 778-4210 

JS: Leland Stickney  

(541) 773-5847 

Chaplain: Mort Brookler 

(541) 482-6125 

Tyler:  Bill Hare 

(541) 482-0485 

Marshall: Mitch Klaich 

(541) 890-7132 

Historian: Russ Grimm 

(541) 488-2198 

MAY  1 2TH    

 
 D INNER  AND  

STATED   

M EETING  
     

 

 

 

 
     We have been busy this last month at Ashland Lodge.  Besides the 

Stated Meeting and our weekly coffees, we had a Past Master's Din-

ner.  Chef, Brother Jeff Levin, prepared a wonderful dinner with help 

from Brothers Sam, Dan, Bob and Skip.  The best part of the evening was when I was able 

to present Brother Ron Armstrong with the office of Honorary Past Master.  Heart felt tes-

timonies were given during the award ceremony and we knew that it was a good and great-

ly appreciated thing that we had done.  I believe that Worshipful Brother Armstrong can 

not mistake the respect and brotherly love we hold for him.   

   We are also working on the lighting and video projector project going on in the dining 

room.  We had Kaylor Electric do the wiring.  Now we can turn the lights on in sections of 

the room, with an additional three-way switch at the back door.  The kitchen renters also 

had a separate power circuit put in to run their large refrigerator and freezer.  Our next 

project is to hang the projector and hook it up to the signal feeds mounted in the wall.  

When we recover from this project, maybe we could look into building an audio/video/

computer desk for our needs and future renter's needs.  I hope this upgrade will make our 

dinning room more attractive for rentals. 

   We still need to clean out our storerooms so we have a place to put the items that we 

actually need to store.  Our preparation room is really junky!  Please volunteer to help with 

this project.  Many hands make light work, of course you have heard that before. 

   By the time you read this article, we will have a new Fellow Craft and Entered Appren-

tice brother to mentor.  This is an obligation for all of us to take seriously.  We shouldn't 

leave all the mentoring up to the few brothers that step forward.  Helping the new members 

with their ritual renews your obligations and inculcates those virtues in your own mind. 

   We have had the unfortunate task of cleaning our ranks of those who have forgotten the 

upheld tenants of our order and the brotherly love that must rein in our fraternity.  We can-

not exist without our laws, known as the code.  We should not be ignorant of its rules and 

our obligations.  Therefore we should not revel in a brother's expulsion. We should be sad-

dened that we couldn't make them aware of their transgressions prior to them being com-

pounded by further poor decisions.  Brethren, be vigilant and true to our bond. 

Masons Doing Good Work! 
 

     One of several gift baskets of household items donated to Access by Ashland Lodge 
for new families acquiring their first home secured by Access. Leigh Madsen of Access 
said, "the couple was very greatful to the Masons for the gift basket they received". The 
basket items were donated by Lodge members and their wives.  

Thanks everyone! 



From the South by Junior Warden Darrell Maple 

  

Riddle me this… 

What well known Mason was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill? An-

swer - General Joseph Warren. Warren Lodge  #10 is named after him. 

 

To all you golfers… What Lodge was named after a famous Scottish golf course, was 

where the Boston Tea Party was planned, and met in the “Green Dragon Tavern” 

upstairs? Answer - St. Andrews Lodge. General Warren was Worshipful Master.  

 

For you literary Brothers… What did Daniel Webster, (think Dictionary my friends), 

call the Green Dragon Tavern? Answer -  The birthplace of the American Revolution.  

 

Now why did we name our loose knit Southern Oregon Past Masters Association the 

“Green Dragons”? Go figure!  

Ashland Masonic Lodge #23, A.F. & A.M. Masonic History 

 A Masonic Series Compiled by Brother Jeff Levin 
 

IN THE BEGINNING… 

  

     March 11, 1879, a fire started in the blacksmith shop, consuming eleven Plaza buildings, sidewalks and wood-
en pavement, including the original Masonic Lodge (I.O.O.F. Building) destroying records and paraphernalia.  

  

     The Masons purchased property at #25 Main Street.  In August 1879 a dedication ceremony was held at the 
Presbyterian Church (presently Bards’ Inn).  Lodge members and the community then adjourned to the site for 

sealing into the Cornerstone a copper box containing  a sketch of Ashland,  Masonic  Lodge Officers, 2 cent cop-

per coin, samples of the Ashland Woolen Mill, town/county officers,  buckskin gloves of the Ashland Glove 
Factory, a chunk of lava-Wizard Island (7-2-1869) given by David Linn, Worshipful Master, Warren Lodge, 
(1889-1891),  a jar of jelly from Mary McCall and a sprig of acacia and a sample of Merino wool. The box was 
dug up in the 1950's. Everything was intact except the papers...the jar of jelly opened and ruined them.  As for 
what happened to the rest of the contents...who knows? 

  

     Ashland’s first concrete/brick building, designed  by Architect and Lodge member W.H. Atkinson (1879). 
Costing 24,000.(the Lodge sold $100 bonds to members). The ground floor had seven bays for commercial pur-
poses (Gold & Gems today) were occupied by the Post Office (1890-1954); there was also a Drug Store, Real Es-
tate Office and the Ashland Woolen Mill. In 1909 Architect Frank C. Clark added the second  floor Masonic 
Lodge Room, In 1928 he remodeled  the façade Georgian style and added a third floor kitchen for the Masonic 
Lodge.The Lodge was elected to the National Parks Register of Historical Places in 1992. Presently,(the lodge 
building is no longer the host to Masons) the name "Granite" is posted at the top of the facade. 

From our Chaplain. WB Bill Hare: The Beehive Image 

         Inside the traditions that have been transmitted to us under the name of Freemasonry, lie concealed a multitude 
of mysteries. These mysteries have been transmitted, for the most part, down through the corridors of time, through 
the  rituals. A study of Masonry's ritual structure, its lectures and charges and the focus upon certain key symbols 
leads to an unending flow of revelation.. These  mysteries, in one form at least, are to be found in the visual represen-
tation of certain key symbols. One fountainhead of the Fraternity is the hieroglyphical emblem. 
          With the grandiose proclamation that these are "hieroglyphic emblems", you might naturally expect some pro-
found, or possibly enigmatic treatise that, at the very least, would leave one thinking, pondering, and reflecting.  
Otherwise, what could possibly be the point? 
         What we have to say  has to do with what we basically know about the bee, its hive and honey. All I will mention 
here are the facts as we know them, the observable characteristics and behavior (some known to medieval and even 
ancient people, some not), and some interesting information that while, relatively new to us, is still relevant to the 
use of the bee and beehive as a Masonic symbol. (It is remarkable that many symbols used in ancient times still reveal 
many mysteries as we find out more about them in this scientific age.) 
         So my attempt here is to remedy this godawful situation in some small way. And whether what I have to offer is 
in line with how you conceive Masonry,  that will have to remain your choice. 
         In a very real sense, Freemasonry is like a queen bee whose workers have built a hive and now search for the 
nectar of choice flowers to bring back and turn into honey for the nourishment of all. The following is, frankly, the 
ramblings and rumblings of my own disordered intellect. It is always possible that I may have gathered nectar from 
the wrong flower. Many Freemasons wonder what the significance of the Masonic beehive is to their craft. Let’s take 
a look at an allegory: (to be continued in our June Trestleboard) ... 

  

Page 2 

Caught Doing Something Good:  
     Michael Jones and  Chase Gildea helped change lights on the  

canopy. WB Sam Lupini started organizing the storage room & files. 
 

 At Sunday School they were 
teaching how God created 
everything, including human 
beings. 

Little Johnny seemed especial-
ly intent when they told him 
how Eve was created out of 
one of Adam's ribs. 

Later in the week his mother 
noticed him lying down as 
though he were ill, and she 
said, 'Johnny, what is 
the matter?' 

Little Johnny responded, 'I 
have pain in my side. I think 
I'm going to have a wife.'   

~~~~~~~~~~~~  


