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June  2016   

CALENDAR CLIPS 

6th - Officers Mtg. 6 p.m.  

9th  - Dinner at 6 p.m.  

9th  - Stated Meeting at 7:30 

Coffee -Thursdays @ 8:30a.m.!  

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

Lodge Officers!!! 

Clip & Save 

WM: Skip Bessonette 

(541) 301-7649 

SW: Robert Smith 

(541) 535-2250 

JW: Darrell Maple  

(541) 261-3764  

Sec: Tom Towler 

(541) 488-3724 

Treas: Santino Lupini 

(541) 261-7191  

S.D:  John Halverson 

(541) 778-2801 

J.D:  Jeff Levin 

(541) 890-2953 

SS: Sheldon Slomowitz 

(541) 778-4210 

JS: Leland Stickney  

(541) 773-5847 

Chaplain: Mort Brookler 

(541) 482-6125 

Tyler:  Bill Hare 

(541) 482-0485 

Marshall: Mitch Klaich 

(541) 890-7132 

Historian: Russ Grimm 

(541) 488-2198 

JUNE  9TH    

 
 D INNER  AND  

STATED   

M EETING  
     
 

WB Ron Armstrong  

Receives His Past Master Award    

     It is said that April showers bring May Flowers, but what 
do Mayflowers bring, Pilgrims.  At the coffee on May 5th, the 
Brethren took up a collection for flowers for my Lady Caro-
line.  The collection didn't bring Pilgrims, but did bring much 
joy to Caroline.  While substitute teaching on the Friday be-

fore Mother's Day, I bought her some Cosmos to put in her 
garden.  When she is feeling better she plans to spend the rest filling up her garden 
located out side our picture window.  She prefers growing the live flowers in the 
garden.  Although, while she was under the weather, the flower bouquets did lift 
her spirits and she thanks all who brought them.  Her malady seemed to come out 
of the blue and sure took her down fast.  I took her to the hospital and two hours 
later she was in surgery.  We didn't have time to even think about it.  I'm not sure, 
but I think that may be a good thing.  I'm glad she is on the mend.  Sometimes we 
forget all the things our loved ones do for us.  Now is my time to do for her.  
Thanks Brethren for all your good wishes and prayers.  They help! 

   I want to welcome Brothers Chase Gildea and Normand Rossignol to our great 
group of Masons and especially Ashland Lodge.  Lets all get to know these men 
and support them joining us.  Let's hope they find the joy and happiness that we 
have found. 

   Sheldon, Jeff and I attended the Leadership Conference put on by the Grand 
Lodge and Most Worshipful Grand Master Don Stapleton.  I found most of the 
topics very interesting and well presented.  Along with their presentations, they pro-
duced a Thumb-drive containing all the visuals used.  They hoped that we would 
bring the useful information back to the Lodge.  I just have to figure out how to do 
that so our meetings won't be too long.  The conference took all-day and part of the 
previous night, so there is a lot of information.  Maybe it would work best at coffee 
or after a dinner as a special presentation.  Anyhow, we should do this before the 
three of us forget what we saw.  I know that I have a short memory.  I'm not sure 
about Sheldon and Jeff. 

   Lots of activities coming up, so keep your eyes, ears and bodies ready to jump 
into action.  Cotton Candy, degrees and picnics, be ready!  

WM Skip Bessonette 



From the South. Junior Warden WB Darrell Maple  

     Extending the hand of friendship and Brotherly love is need-

ed across lodges in District #17. I’ve been around long enough 

to see lodges have issues with each other, Brothers have each 

other, and given time, get over it and become better Masons and 

men. Forgiveness must be practiced. Take the time to visit other 

lodges, see where they may need your help in filling positions or volunteer-

ing to assist even for a short period or specific task. You might just make a 

few more lifelong friends from your efforts. Be a respected Mentor. Be ever 

so kind in giving the instructive tongue. Do not, interfere in the internal 

affairs on one another’s lodges. Do not speak ill of each other. Hold each 

other up my Brothers. There is a need for healing. Learn, and live by, the 

Master Masons Charge.   

From the West. Senior Warden WB Robert Smith.    
 

     I have been watching a program on PBS that my wife turned me on to.  It’s called “Finding 

Your Roots”.  The show is fascinating in that it will take people of note and share their family his-

tory with them.  The stories the program uncovers for these celebrities demonstrate we all have a 

history and past that makes us who we are today, thanks to these people that make up our family 

tree.  This got me to thinking, what do we really know about our Masonic roots?  What do we know about the 

men that came before us?  What were their stories and what were their contributions to our craft?  We are lucky 

enough to have a Historian for our Lodge that is looking into our past and trying to uncover “our family tree”.  

But we need your help.  We especially need the help of brothers that have been members for a long period of 

time.  Please think about your past brothers that may no longer be with us.  Share their stories as they are no 

longer able to.  Maybe have their widow or orphans contact the Lodge to share some of their history with us that 

would otherwise be lost.  Share your history.  We want to archive these stories for future generations so they can 

have a sense of their “Masonic roots”.  Thank you brothers. 

From our Chaplain. WB Bill Hare: The Beehive Image cont.  

         Queen bees (Masters) are selected by the worker bees. She is specially fed with powers so that she becomes 
larger and therefore, can produce and retain a greater number of worker bees during her reign for the benefit of the 
hive. Without being chosen by her “brethren”, to become the “Queen Bee” (Master,)  she would grow  to become a 
worker bee, just like all the rest. 
         While she is continuously surrounded by worker bees who meet her every need, her sole function is to serve  her 
species. 
         A well functioning lodge (I mean hive) consists of one Queen bee, (Master of the Lodge) many worker bees and a 
few drones. A well functioning beehive is a very busy place, indeed,…industry being each bee’s highest virtue…with 
the exception of the drones. 
         Drones are larger than the worker bees, however they do absolutely nothing to promote the welfare of the hive. 
They do not gather nectar, make honey or make beeswax. They do not cap off each cell of honey that has been stored 
nor do they fan the cell to dry the bees wax. They also do not perform any housekeeping tasks toward the common 
good of their fraternity  (hive) nor do they educate the younger bees in how to perform the work. 
         Needless to say, the drones do not worry about having enough honey stored to take the fraternity through the 
long Winter. The worker bees must feed the drones or the drones would starve and die.  As you can see, the hive 
needs very few drones if it is to function properly.  If too many drones have been produced their excess numbers drag 
down the abilities of the entire hive because each working member has to attempt to care for and feed these non-
working members of their fraternity without receiving anything in return. 
         In the bee world, their excess numbers are internally counted and when the drones numbers exceed their useful-
ness, the worker bees drag these nonworking members of their institution to the front door of the hive where they 
are left, alone to perish…not because they feel no charity, but simply because for their fraternity to survive, they can-
not continue to nourish and support nonworking members. The Worker Bees understand that: They must elect the 
strongest of the new born bees to become their Queen (Lodge Master). If they do not continue to help the Queen 
(Lodge Master) reproduce offspring; they will die. If each worker bee does not work in unison with the other members 
of the fraternity to feed, nurture and retain each and every other worker bee member of the institution, their indus-
trious fraternity will die. Freemasonry is full of allegory. Allegory means that you are representing one thing, when 
you’re actually alluding to another thing. It is a literary style which means you teach by innuendo.  Most allegories in-
clude a “moral of the story”. The story of the beehive, above, is an allegory.  
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Caught Doing Something Good: WB John Halverson, for welding and painting the bracket for the new overhead projector 

while WB Chuck Vanderpool helped WB Skip install the new overhead projector. WB Tom Towler for making  the new Masonic 
Lodge, metal parking signs and No Trespassing signs to be installed soon. WB Chuck Vanderpool for consistently providing donuts 
for the morning coffee. Bill Hare for consistently making cookies for the lodge. Brother Dan Mireles for bring his Nephews who 
washed tables and vacuumed carpet and helped at our last dinner. Brother Sheldon Slomowitz who gave our lodge a new, 30 cup, 
coffee pot and coffee! Wow, and that was just this month! Keep it up Brothers.  

   Two silk worms had a race. 

They ended up in a tie.   

 

   When cannibals ate a mis-
sionary, they got a taste of 
religion.  

 
   A recent study has found 
that women who carry a little 
extra weight live longer than 
men who mention it. 


